
Emergency Radio 101 – Trainer Guide

Introduction
This is a fun workshop that’s good for almost any audience. It’s always topical because 
practically every place is subject to some kind of disaster, and it’s no great exaggeration 
to say that a disaster has always just happened somewhere, even if not the US.

Because learners for this one do not need a license or any radio knowledge or 
experience, it’s a great way to find folks for future workshops and activities. For all the 
above reasons this will probably be one of the workshops you give most often.
 
Overview
Who: People who do not need any radio knowledge or experience whatsoever.
What: An engaging overview of how radio can help learners, their families, and their 
community during a disaster.
When: This is a great first workshop for learners to attend. It introduces GMRS and 
Ham radio, both of which have their own 101-level workshops that can be done next if 
learners are interested. It also mentions PACE planning, a fun activity that can come 
next. Finally, you could offer the Radio Practical Skills activity next, too.
Why: To provide immediately actionable information for folks and get them started on 
their radio journey.
How: In a 90-minute slideshow, including Q&A, along with a single handout.

Logistics
Like for most other workshops, Emergency Radio 101 requires:

• A room big enough for all the participants
• A projector and a screen
• A handout for every participant

◦ Handout is 4 pages, or 2 pages double-sided


